
THESE are the sort of
images that could change
your life – and your looks.

The pictures come from a
high-tech scanner, which
experts believe could predict
how your face will age.

Researchers at Queen Victo-
ria Hospital in East Grinstead
have been working with other
scientists to develop techniques
that can take highly accurate
three-dimensional images of  the
face.

The latest method allows
detailed measurements to be
made of the condition of the
skin, its contours, folds and
wrinkles and work out how they
might change over the years.

Breakthrough
It is designed to help with 

cosmetic surgery and plastic
surgeons say it means they will
be able to take accurate mea-
surements of how well facial
reconstructive surgery will
work on a patient.

This could help with cancer
patients, people with badly bro-
ken jaws and cheekbones or
those recovering from other
serious injuries or burns.

While orthopaedic surgeons
can use X-rays to compare the
fractures before and after treat-
ments and doctors can measure
blood pressure to see whether a
patient’s medication is working,
plastic surgeons have had to
rely on highly subjective assess-
ments to evaluate the effective-
ness of treatments, which can be
misleading. 

Charles Nduka, a consultant
plastic surgeon at Queen Victo-
ria, said: “The fact we can 
accurately measure even subtle
differences means we will be
able to develop this tool for com-
paring the effectiveness of 
different surgical techniques.

“There are new techniques
introduced almost every week
claiming to lift, fill or smooth
the face. Unfortunately, before
the development of this system,
there was no way to accurately
measure the effectiveness of dif-
ferent treatments or to compare
how long the treatments last.

“Many newer techniques
have been widely adopted 
without any meaningful evalua-
tion.”

Mr Nduka specialises in treat-

ing patients with facial palsy at
the hospital’s world-renowned
specialist plastic surgery unit.

He said: “Facial paralysis is a
devastating condition for
patients but currently there are
no means to accurately quantify
the degree of facial asymmetry.

“A variety of novel tech-
niques are now available with
the help of this technology,
which I believe can significantly
improve the lives of these
patients.”

Mr Nduka is working in 
collaboration with Michael
Gleeson, a professor at the insti-
tute of neurology at University
College London, and Dr Marlene
See from Imperial College, Lon-
don, to see how the technique
can be explored further.

They have been studying and
scanning the faces of mothers
and daughters to check for dif-
ferences in the elasticity and
shape of the skin and the con-

tours of the face. It is hoped that
eventually, the method will be
used on other parts of the body.

Queen Victoria Hospital is a
regional specialist hospital for
plastic surgery and burns, serv-
ing four million people in the 

South-East. It also provides
community services to the local
population and was one of the
first hospitals in the country to
become a foundation trust.
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‘Slow down’
appeal to
motorists
MOTORISTS will be asked to
sign a pledge stating they will
slow down and stick to the
speed limit during a road safety
campaign.

Children at Oriel High
School, Crawley have been
asked to design posters urging
drivers to slow down when 
passing through Maidenbower
and as part of the campaign
motorists are being urged to
sign the pledge.

West Sussex County Council
Leader Henry Smith is leading
the campaign and he will judge
the poster competition on 
Tuesday.

He said: “Speed divides 
communities and threatens 
vulnerable people. With this
campaign, we’re aiming to work
together with the community to
make Maidenbower a safer
place.”

The poster judged the best by
Mr Smith will be displayed
around Maidenbower.

Electrical
goods stolen
A LARGE amount of electrical
appliances were stolen from a
flat in St Leonards.

The flat in Braybrooke Ter-
race was broken into and the
items taken between July 3 and
July 13.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact police on 0845
6070 999 quoting serial number
697 of the 13/07/06 or Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555111.

A pioneering device reveals the secrets of getting older

How science makes
us face up to ageing

by SIOBHAN RYAN

MR NDUKA: Exploring uses

THE FUTURE NOW: Above, this is how this female patient will look as she ages and how she looks today, below

Youngsters’
exhibition
PUPILS will have their work
exhibited at a prestigious
gallery.
Youngsters from Hastings and
Bexhill will exhibit their work
at the De La Warr Pavilion,
Bexhill, in October.
It is part of a national project
being run by the Prince of
Wales Arts and Kids
Foundation and the Cartoon
Network.
The schools involved are Glyne
Gap, Cuckmere House,
Elphinstone, Christ Church
and Castledown.
The Grand Art Quest
exhibition tales place from
October 21 to 29.

Protesters back NHS and Omar
PROTESTERS called on
councillors to help stop cuts
in the NHS and help them
get justice for a man in
Guantanamo Bay. 

Groups of campaigners
rallied outside a Brighton
and Hove City Council 
meeting at Hove Town Hall
on Thursday night.  

About 20 members of
Keep NHS Public Brighton
lobbied councillors and the
public going into the 
meeting.

Paul Evans, of the NHS
Support Foundation based
at Community Base,
Queen’s Road, Brighton,
said: “We are trying to raise
public awareness about

what is happening. Council-
lors have got a very strong
role in helping to protect
local health services.” 

A psychiatric nurse from
Brighton, who asked not to
be named, said: “We want to
make people aware how
these changes are coming
in. I don’t think the public
knows what’s going on.” 

There were five support-
ers of the Save Omar Cam-

paign, which is fighting for
justice for Guantanamo Bay
prisoner and former Salt-
dean resident Omar
Deghayes.

Supporter Manus McGro-
gan said: “It is getting to a
critical point. They may
close Guantanamo and
Omar might be sent back to
Libya where his life is in
danger.”

Councillor Francis Tonks
presented the council with a
350-signature petition ask-
ing it to support Omar’s
case. To applause, he read
out an editorial from The
Argus calling for the council
to “put its money where its
mouth is”.

Town is
planning 
a feast for
visitors
MYSTERY seeds are being
planted in schools in 
Eastbourne in preparation for a
new food and wine festival. 

Bourne Primary School, 
Oakwood School and Ocklynge
Junior School are taking part in
the Young Growers 
Competition to launch 
Feastbourne 2006, which starts
in October. 

The seeds were donated by
Eastbourne Garden Company. 

Whichever school grows the
biggest and best specimen will
be awarded a prize by 
Eastbourne Business Education
Partnership at the Produce on
the Prom market. 

Produce on the Prom will
bring together the finest 
harvests from local and
regional farmers.

It is just one of many events
planned for Feastbourne. The
ten-day celebration already has
a jam-packed line-up, starting
on October 12 with the annual
beer festival.

Visitors will also be able to
sample chocolates, tour the
famous cellars and kitchen of
the Grand Hotel and taste wines
at a specialist Cooden Cellars
annual wine tasting event.

Co-ordinated by Cooden 
Cellars, Eastbourne Borough
Council, the University of
Brighton, Eastbourne Chamber
of Commerce, Eastbourne 
Hospitality Association, Taste
of Sussex and Waterfront
Traders’ Association, organis-
ers want pubs and restaurants
to offer themed menus to cele-
brate Sussex produce.

For further information visit
www.feastbourne.com or call
01323 415442.
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